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THE PROGRESSION OF DAMAGE IN COMPOSITE SIDING 

Electricians, Plumbers, & 
other trades drill or cut holes 
in the siding and then fail to 
seal their penetrations 

Siding on the walls isn’t painted 
for extended periods 

Poor preparation, failure to back-
brush drip edges or prime bare 
wood and insufficient coverage 

Design defects, failure to follow 
printed installation methods, 

omitting required flashing and a 
lack of training 

Defects from glitches in the 
manufacturing process  
 
The moisture content at the plant is 
roughly 6%. The siding begins to adsorb 
moisture as soon as it leaves the plant 

Damage from the rough 
handling and improper storage 

of the composite material 

Timely repairs at this 
stage can arrest the 
progression of damage 

Damage in this 
range is 
serious and 
EXPENSIVE 

Last chance for 
effective repairs 

Suppliers damage the siding when 
they unload it at the jobsite 

Improper nailing, bad cuts, 
missing caulking, and 
missing expansion gaps 

Ends that remain after cutting and 
miss-cuts are often thrown on the 
ground and then used for shorter 
lengths 

Danger! 

Damage, like the diagram above, spreads out as it progresses 

Inherent defects from the 
composition of the material 
and manufacturing methods  

Damage From Other Trades Painting Defects 


